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PREFACE 

All who read this will already know of the meeting of Oscar Wilde and Arthur 

Conan Doyle that resulted in the publication of The Picture of Dorian Gray and 

The Sign of Four; and the kindly recollection of Wilde in Conan Doyle’s 

memoirs.  More recently, Professor Nils Clausson of the University of Regina 

has published on the links between the two.  Various centenaries have 

stimulated interest in Conan Doyle, and the continued television and film 



adaptations of his Holmes stories demonstrate that his contemporary 

popularity is as lively as ever. 

In 2011 we drew attention to the plight of Undershaw, Conan Doyle’s house 

at Hindhead in Surrey.  Since 2004 it had been in the neglect of a company 

called Fosseway, which wanted to convert it into three private houses, and 

planning permission for this was granted by the local borough council, 

apparently in the belief that it had no cultural value.  A campaign to save the 

house as a single private residence was launched by the Undershaw 

Preservation Trust, www.saveundershaw.com (and on Facebook).  The 

campaign saw Undershaw primarily as a local amenity, and consisted largely 

of gathering support from Holmes fans.  The wider discourses on the place of 

writers’ houses as an aid to understanding their work, and on cultural 

memory, seemed to be overlooked and a proposal was therefore mooted that 

Undershaw might be restored as a Conan Doyle Museum & Centre for British 

and Irish Crime Writing, with a library, conference facilities, crime writing 

courses and perhaps a writer in residence.  This manifested in an attempt to 

influence the planners by demonstrating the significance of Undershaw and 

what it stood for in the eyes of the professoriat. This brought together a group 

of several hundred academics, crime and thriller writers, librarians and other 

scholars; and their names are given elsewhere in this Special Issue.  The 

Fosseway plan ultimately failed, and the current plan (December 2014) is for 

conversion into a school for children with special needs, although this too is 

uncertain.   

http://www.saveundershaw.com/


 

Undershaw in the care of Conan Doyle 

 

Undershaw in the care of Fosseway Ltd 



 

Undershaw as planned in the school proposal (artist’s impression) 

This campaign was also the origin of having a Special Issue of THE 

OSCHOLARS devoted to Conan Doyle.  This encountered a number of 

vicissitudes that delayed publication, but is now presented under the guest 

editorship of Sarah E. Maier, Associate Professor of English and Comparative 

Literature in the Department of Humanities and Languages at the University 

of New Brunswick Saint John.  As with all THE OSCHOLARS Special Issues, 

this remains open for more contributions, and contact should be made with 

Dr Maier.  Dr Maier has assembled six very different essays on Conan Doyle, 

and I am very grateful to her and her contributors fon this addition to THE 

OSCHOLARS 

—NOTE.  The articles are best displayed in web layout— 

David Charles Rose, Editor THE OSCHOLARS 
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